
his fortune to various hospitals in New York. He is
said to have made over a million dollars through
frauds on the city, but he saved himself from prison
by turning informer on his comrades, and he also
managed to retain the spoils which he had accu-
mulated.

Death of Dr. Leroy McLean. — Dr. Leroy
McLean, one of the most prominent physicians of
Troy, died'at his residence in that city on April 23d,
after a long illness. He was a native of Washing-
ton County, New York, and in the late war was a

surgeon in the Union Army.
A Death from Yellow Fever in New York.

— Otis E. Bullock, a young man twenty-one years of
age, of Haverhill, Mass., who arrived from Colon on

board the Panama Railroad steamer Finance on April
22d, was found at Quarantine to be suffering from
yellow fever, and waB transferred to the hospital on

Swiuburne Island, where he died the same day. The
diagnosis was fully confirmed by an autopsy, and the
body was afterwards cremated. Dr. Doty, Health
Officer of the Port, reports that a number of cases of
yellow fever have recently occurred at Colon.

Small-Pox in New York City. — During the
week ending April 24th there were three deaths re-

ported from small-pox. Since the disease recently
appeared twenty-one cases iu all have been removed
to the Hospital on North Brother's Island from the
city aud from the Asylum for Idiots on Randall's
Island, where several of the children were attacked.
The total number of deaths in the city was 749,
against 783 during the week ending April 17th. In
an estimated population of 1,977,850 this represents
an annual dealh-rato again below 20 per thousand.
The mortality from influenza decreased from 17 to
11, but the deaths from diphtheria increased from 20
to 39.

Miscellany.
OPENING OF A NEW RECEIVING WARD AND

CLINICAL OPERATING HALL AT THE PENN-
SYLVANIA HOSPITAL, PHILADELPHIA.
Within the last few years the venerable Pennsyl-

vania Hospital has been thoroughly renovated aud to
a large extent remodelled, while its resources have
been largely increased by the erection of additional
buildings which are models of modem hospital con-
struction.

The latest of theae ia the "Garrett Memorial,"
which waa opened April 23d, and which is intended
to be used as a reception ward, a clinical and operat-
ing hall aud also a surgical ward for children. It
also contains elaborate apparatus for disinfection of
clothing and for the preparation of aseptic dressings
for surgical purposes. The apparatus for the prepara-
tion of instruments and dressinga for operatioua, as
well as for the filtration aud sterilization of water, is
of the most approved form. One peculiar feature of
the building is a special room for operations upon in-

fectious or septic cases, so constructed that the apart-
ment can be filled with live steam and the walls, ceil-
ing and floor thoroughly flushed with streams of hot
water, after each operation. There are also rooms
for the administration of anesthetics prior to operation,
aud others where patients may be kept until after
their recovery from the anesthesia. There are special
apartments for the surgeons when preparing for an

operation, which include facilities for bathing. The
nurses also have a room immediately adjoining the
clinical amphitheatre where they can make themselves
ready, in accordance with the requirements of modern
surgery, to assist at operatioua. There are alao
rooms for examination of patients, including one con-

taining a Röntgen x-ray outfit, and also microscopic
aud photographic apparatus.

The building is situated at the northeast corner of
the grounds, at the southwest, corner of 8th aud
Spruce Streets. It is three stories iu height, and is
built of pressed brick with brown-stone facings. It
baa two entrances — one from the street, through a
colonial doorway, which is to be used by students
attending the lectures ; and one in the south for pa-
tients, opening on tho enclosure. For the sick and
injured the entrance is through the hospital gate,
midway between Spruce and Pine Streets, on 8th
Street, from whence a cemented drive and sidewalk
lead to the new building 100 feet to the north. A
large glass porte-cochère overhangs its entrance.

The dedication services, which were appointed for
3.30 p. M. were largely attended, and consisted in
addresses delivered by members of the medical staff
introduced by Mr. Benj. H. Shoemaker, President of
the Board of Managers.

Dr. ThomaB G. Morton, the senior surgeon and
member of the medical staff, delivered the opening
address, iu which he first described the various features
of the new building, which had been planned by Ad-
dison 11utton and Dr. Thomas S. K. Morton, and
which is believed to be equal to any other structure of
its description in the world — if, indeed, it is not su-

perior to all others. It waa erected through the geu-
eroaity of one member of a family of philanthropists
to whom the hospital was already indebted for very
generous gifts. Dr. Morton explained the use of the
sterilizing apparatus and incidentally referred to the
antiseptic methods of wound treatment. He also
spoke of the services to medical education iu this
country which have been rendered by the Pennysl-
vania Hospital, which soon after opening in 1752
began to utilize the material for clinical instruction by
admitting students to the wards. The present clinical
hall is an evolution of the idea which led to tho con-
struction of the first clinical lecture hall in the rotunda
of the centre building early iu the century. Subse-
quently, that was found to be too small and the more
commodious octagonal lecture-hall was opened in 1868,
which in turn is now abandoned for the present mag-
nificent structure.

The development and growth of the hospital were
attributable largely to its physicians. The early mem-
bers of the medical staff were men not only of emi-
nence in the profession but also occupied positions of
trust and honor iu the community. Thirteen of the
twenty who served prior to the opening of the present
century, were active in organizing the American
Philosophical Society. Several were among the
founders of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia,
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and others became professors in the College of Phila-
delphia, which afterwards became the University of
Pennsylvania. They were men of affairs, leaders of
public opinion, who served their country not only in
their profession but also in military and in civil life.
Under the guidance of such men the hospital was en-
abled to take a leading place as an educational institu-
tion, and its influence has been widely felt in the
development of the country.

Dr. J. M. DaCosta, whose Address will appear in
full in next week's Journal, also alluded to the ser-
vices of memberB of the medical ataff, confining hia
remarka mainly to those of more recent date. As to
the value of their teachinga he slated that many an

enduring gift had been iu thia way given to the pro-
i'ession at large.

"Clinical teaching" he said, " rightly conducted is
a benefit to the sick. There is an opinion that it is
only of use to the medical profession and especially
to those about to enter it. To them, indeed, it is
invaluable, and through them to whole communities.
But it is valuable, too, to the patients themselves.
The very publicity of it, the hundreds of critical eyes
with which it is observed, ensure that the best thought
is given to the helpless and the sick. There is very
rarely any objection on the part of the patient for hav-
ing his case publicly investigated. On the contrary
he likes it, he regards it as a mark of interest."

In conclusion, a strong plea was made for the estab-
lishment of a well-equipped laboratory for clinical,
pathological and chemical investigations, which advances
in medicine and surgery have now made indispensable
in diagnosis and treatment.

Dr. John B. Chapiu, Superintendent of the Depart-
ment of the Insane, made the concluding address iu
which he traced the development of this department,
and dwelt upon the humane methods which have
alwaya characterized the management of the insane in
the Pennsylvania Hospital.

The company was then invited to inspect the hos-
pital and partake of a lunch provided for them by the
steward, Mr. Test, iu the hall of the centre building.
About three hundred invited guestB were present,
including many prominent members of the medical
profession.

PARALYSIS OF THE POSTERIOR CR1CO-
ARYTENOIDS.

At a recent meeting of the Lyons Society of Medi-
cal Sciences, M. Benoud ' reported a case of paralyBis
of the posterior crico-arytenoids during the course of
a typhoid fever. The paralysis came on during the
third week of the disease, and was accompanied with
pain and inspiratory dyspnea with stridor ; which in-
creased rapidly, so that during a bath the patient be-
came almost asphyxiated, aud preparations were made
to do tracheotomy. Microscopic examination showed
that it was not a case of typhoid laryngitis, but that
the vocal cords fell together during inspiration. A
paralysia of the soft palate came on later, and served
to confirm the diaguoais of the laryngeal lesion. •

Paralyses in the course of typhoid fever are rare.
In a recent monograph by Bouley aud Mendel 17 cases
are reported, of which six concerned the posterior
crico-arytenoids.

1 Lyou Medical, Marob 28,1897.

Obituary.
WILLIAM G. WHEELER, M.D.

Dr. William G. Wheeler, of Chelsea, Mass., whose
death was noted in the Journal last week, was one of
the most prominent, as well as one of the oldest practi-
tioners of that city. He was born at Columbus, N. Y.,
August 3, 1821. His early education was obtained at Fos-
ter's private school, and at Benton Academy, Little Palls,
N. Y. He practised medicine at Little Falls for two
years and then moved to Chelsea. When Chelsea was a
town he cared for the sick at the poor farm, and later
served as city physician. He was a member of the Chel-
sea School Committee for a number of years. During the
Civil War he was one of the examining physicians for the
federal government.

He was a member of the American Medical Associa-
tion; fellow of the Massachusetts Medical Society; mem-
ber of the Boston Society for Medical Improvement ; of
the Boston Gynecological Society, being its president in
1875 and 187G; vice-president of the Suffolk District
Medical Society in 1861 ; honorary member of the surgi-
cal staff of the Lynn Hospital since 1888, and consulting
physician to the Massachusetts Soldiers' Home since 1890.

Dr. Wheeler was influential in securing from the late
Hon. Rufus S. Frost the gift of the Frost Hospital, and
after the founding of this institution was deeply interested
in its welfare.

Bis interesting account of " An Incident in the Early
History of the Introduction of Sulphuric Ether as an An-
esthetic," read at the Massachusetts General Hospital on
December 1, 1896, and published in the Journal Janu-
ary 7, 1897, will be remembered by our readers.

RECORD OF MORTALITY
Fob the Wbkk kndino Saturday, Aïril 17, 1897.
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Deaths reported 3,389: under five years of age 1,091; principal
Infectious diseases (small-pox, measles, diphtheria and croup,

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SANTA BARBARA (UCSB) on June 20, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


